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: Jp"! 1 on a certain time, that the Son of a 
very great and good King was born in a far Coun- 


try, at a great diſtance from his F ather's kingdom, 


where he was brought up amongſt ſtrangers, and yr 
knew nothing of his kingly birth, or of the ee 
of his F ather” s e Dy 


| 5 But the good King his Father having notice of it, 
at a convenient ſeaſon ſent his ſervants to enquire out 
his ſon, and acquaint him who he was, and bring him 

back, along with them, to his own kingdom. He 

ſent alſo, at the ſame time, many rich preſents, ſaying, 

_ Give theſe unto my Child, and tell him how glad I 

| ſhall be to ſee him, and inform him alſo of my glory, 


and of the greatneſs and happineſs i in which 1 and 5 


m/ people live. 


5 Now when the King s Son ſaw his Father $ ſervants, 
and received the rich preſents which his Father had 
T3 ſent 


1 


tent him, and heard of his Father's glory, he was ex- | 
_ ceeding glad, eſpecially to find that he was the Son 
of ſo great and good a King : And for a time he could 
think of nothing elſe but of bis future happineſs, 


when he ſhould arrive at his Father's palace, and be 


received into the boſom of his Father, and fit daun 

 ewith him on his throne 5 and theſe thoughts made him 
very deſirous to leave, immediately, the country 
where he had been brought up, and return with the 


85 ſervants to his F arher 's kingdom. 


80 they all fer out Webber with great joy and 
| gladneſs, and their j journey was very proſperous and 
delightful for ſome time, for their way led through a 
moſt fruitful and pleaſant country, the inhabitants 

| | whereof ſhewed them much kindneſs. Rut preſently 
4 they came to a land, through which they mult needs 


pak, which was governed by an exceeding powerful 


- and very ewicked Ling. And it was the cuſtom of this 
king and his people, that if any came into their ter- 


litories, they at firſt ſhewed them all kind entertain- 


ment, and appeared to be their beſt friends, and 
amuſed them with variety of fine ſports and paſtimes, 


together with muſic and dancing and feaſting, mak- 


ing them very merry; howbeit afterwards they made 
them miſerable ſlaves, and put ſome in dark dun- 


geons, and forced others to hard labour, beating them 


moſt unmercifully, and never allowing them any food 
but ſuch 298 as 15 ſwine did cat. Wo 


Now 
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Now when the King's Son came into this land, and 
ſaw the people eating and drinking, and making merry, 
his young heart burned within him to take his paſtime 
with them; which his Father's ſervants obſerving, ſaid 
to him, Let us haſten out of this country, for it is the 
country of a very wicked king, who is thy F ather's 
enemy, and if we ſtay here, 5 eat 5f bis meat, and 
drink of his drink, he will make us Lis priſoners, 2nd we ; 
ſhall then never return and ſee our own country. 


l the young Prives would 1 not "OE TD to 
this advice of his Lather's ſervants, but tollowing the 
counſel of his own dcluded heart, he began to make 
merry with the people of that avicked King. v0 this 
people preſently perſuaded bim, that his Father's ſer- 


vants had not told him true concerning his Father's: 


kingdom, and that it would be much ha ppier for him 
to ſpend Eis days in paſtime with them, than go aſter 
a kingdom which perhaps he might never find: Then 

he ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded by them, and ſent. 
his Father's ſervants aw: iy, telling them that he had no 
need of them, for that he did not believe What they had 


reported to him, and that he would Tay”: in me land 
1 where he was, 


5 Thus he forgot in a moment all his Father's glory, 
and the preſents which he had received from his Father, 
and the Joyful thoughts with which he had ſet out on 
his journey, and took up his abode with this wicked 

Teople. 
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Then were the ſervants very ſorry, and went home, 
| | and told unto the good King all that had happened; 
aäland the King was greatly ſurprized and grieved at what 
they told him. And he ſaid unto them, “ Surely ye 
did not tell my Son of my glory, nor give him the 
* rich preſents which I ſent him, nor inform him how 
happy I ſhould be to receive him, or elſe he would 

_ © never have hearkened unto thoſe wicked people, and 
*< tarried behind in that miſerable ! cingdom.” And 
they ſaid, yea, but we did acquaint him with all things, 
and gave him likewiſe thy preſents ; and he alſo hear- 

| ly at that time unto us, and received thy preſents 
gladly, and ſet out with us full of; joy, — * re- 

i turning to his Father's RE f | 


=}: 13 fora the King, „ Dia ye warn him, as ye 
bi | ©. gught to have done, concerning that wicked King 
E/ | F people, and concerning the ſnares "Which 
lo | ' © would be laid for him in the land through Which he 
| was to paſs! % And they ſaid, yes, we did warn him 
faithfully, but his own Hemet heart would not * 

PRIN by us. 


Now when the r ſaw the good King's grief and 
diſappointment at the loſs of his Son, they ſaid unto him, 
Wilt thou that we go back with an army, and force 

him away from that vi-&d King and his people wio 

| have taken him captive, and reſtore him thus to thee 
and o the kingdom? = 1 


And 
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And the good King anſwered, 60 Not ſo, my ſer- 
« vants; if it be his deſire to remain amongſt thoſe 
„ wicked and miſerable people, let him remain; we 
« have done what was meet and right to do, in endea- 
« 'youring, out of our tender love, to bring him back 
« to be happy in his own kingdom; ſhould we, how- 
8 ever, compel him to come againſt his will, he would . 
% not be happy here if he did come: 'nevertheleſs, this 
% J will do; I will ſend 2 faithful one to be with him, 
*« and obſerve him privately, and warn him at conve- 
nient ſeaſons: It may be, when he is brought into 
„ * affliftion, thropgh captivity and cruel bondage 
: _« amongſt that wicked people, he will then remember 
c all my kindneſs towards him, and what you have 
e told him concerning the glory of my kingdom; and 5 
« if he ſhall then have a deſire to return, he may re- 5 
60 turn; but if he ſhall have zo defire to return, we muſt 
then ſubmit, and leave him to ſuffer the puniſhment 
„ which his own folly and wickedneſs have brought - 
6 i upon him: It is enough for us, that we have moſt 85 
_ « qarneſtly longed and laboured to the utmoſt of our 
= power, to bring him back unto us, and make him a 
40 N of all our — mn, glory, and "Te 
1 975 Pineſs.“ 
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OW it came to paſs, after a certain time, that the 
young Prince, being forſaken of his Father' $ fer. 


2 


vants, and left alone amongſt this wicked people, began 


to grow weary of that diſorderly life into which they 


had led him. The evil pleaſures which had ſo de- 
lighted him in the beginning, grew painful and grievous 


to him ; his vain ſports and paſtimes could no more 
pleaſe him; moreover his health and ſtrength were 


much impaired hereby ; and what was worſe than all, 


his conſcience began to reproach and torment him 


erievouſly, for having difbelieved his Father's ſervants, 
and hearkened unto the perſuaſions of theſe wicked 


ones, who were his Father 8 enemies. | 


Y e e alſo 1000 great poverty and want, 
and the people about him gave him much trouble, fore- 
ing him to hard labour and drudgery for his ſubſiſtence : 

At times too they beat him with cruel ſtripes, and 


threatened to caſt him into the dungeon, from whence 


he was never to be taken out: So he perceived that he 
Was in a very evil caſe, and the thoughts thereof, to- 
gether with his fears about his future lot, if he ſhould 


be caſt into the dungeon, made his life miſerable paſt 
; all deſeription. a 


hen he ale unto himſelf, << Wee is me that I ſhould 
ever have been enticed by this wicked people to take a 
part in their evil paſtimes, and ther eby forget my Fa- 


ther's kingdom, and diſbelie ve my Father's ſervauts! 
Alas! if I had been wiſe, and obeyed my Father's f 
counſel, I might now have been happy in his kingdom, 
and fitting with him on his throne, and enjoyirg myſelf 
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in 
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in plenty and peace among his people ! My confdlencs 
alſo would not then have accuſed and tormented me; nor 
ſhould I have known ſickneſs, diſtreſs, and poverty; I 

ſhould not have been beaten wvith ftri pes, nor would the 

fears of a dungeon have alarmed me! Oh, that I 

might ever ſee again the face of my Father's ſervants} 
for now, ſurely, I would hearken unto their words, 
and they ſhould be my guide to my Father's kingdom ! 
But, alas! they are departed for ever from me, and 
they have brought trouble moreover upon my Father. 


by telling him of my folly, and I can never again hope - | 


to ſee their face, or he face of my Father? 


Now it happened one night, whilſt the young Prince 
was thus bemoaning himſelf, and preparing to get reſt 
from his troubles by ſleep, that the faithful one, who 
had been ſent by his Father to ob/erve him, came into 
the room where he lay. His countenance was bright 


and ſhining as the Jun, and his raiment was white #6 


fuxw ; he had a crown on his head, and a rod in his 
hand, and his feet-were ſhod with golden ſandals : And 
he came and ſtood near the place where the young 
Prince lay, and ſtriking him with his rod, he ſaid unto 
him, with a voice of great majeſty and ſweetneſs, 
« Oh beloved Son of my dear Lord and Maſter, ariſe, 


and come-out from amongſt this people, for I am fent 


by thy Father to deliver thee cut of their hands.“ 
Then the young Prince, ſuddenly farting up, was 
greatly terrified, and faid, * Who art thou? and what 


—— ——— on rod — 5 . as 


| wo J 


is thy name? and how cameſt thou in here to ſuch 2 


miſerable one as I am at this time of the night? 


g And the faithful one anſwering, ſaid unto the Prince, 


I am one ſent by thy Father, to all who go aftray 
as thou haſt done, and am great in thy Father's pre- 
ſence, but I cannot as yet tell thee my zame : More- 
over I have been with thee now for a long ſeaſon, but 
thou haſt not ſeen me, or known me, for I have been 
| heretofore inviſible ; yet thou mighteſt have known 
me, if thou hadſt well attended to what I have done 

for thee; for I have warned thee privately concerning 

the wicked people amongſt whom thou art, and con- 
cerning the ſnares they have laid for thee ; I have alſo 
put into thy heart good defires and thoughts concern- 
ing thy Father's kingdom ; and now, obſerving that 
thou haſt liſtened to my warnings, and haſt a de/ire to 
_ eſcape to thy. Father's kingdom, I have made myſelf 
_ viſible and known to thee, and am come to help thee, 
's and attend ns in rug my . | 


As he 1 theſe words, tears of joy ſtarted into the 
eyes of the young Prince, and a beam of peace and 


comfort was viſible in his countenance ; and he ſaid, 


„How great is the goodneſs of my Father, and how 


tender is his love! and how baſe and vile. am I who 
could have forgotten and abuſed ſuch love and good- 


neſs! And is it indeed true that thou baſt been with 


me of ſo long a ſeaſon, and that I have been attended 
wy. fuck a * cue, and have not known it, and 


that 


ire to 
nyſelf 
thee, 


to the 
> and 
ſaid, 
J how 
| who 
good- 
1 with 
ended 
„ and 

that 


that all my * —— and defires have come from 


thee!“ 


And the faithful one anſwered, . It is indeed true, 
for ſuch at that time was the ſtate of thine evil heart, 
that I could not make myſelf known unto thee; and 

if I had made myſelf known unto thee, thou wouldeſt 
have done by me as thou haſt done by the other ſervants 
of ty father, and ſent me away; but now, ſince offlice 


tian hath changed thine heart, and made thee wiſe, 1 can 


venture to make myſelf known unto thee, and I am 
perſuaded thou wilt hearken to my further counſel, and . 
return wich me to . Fe Eons | 


But how, ſaid the Prince, hall 5 appear before | - 
my Father, who have fo abuſed his goodneſs, and 


ſhewn ſuch diſregard to his meſſage, and made myſelf | 
ſo vile and filthy amongſt theſe wicked people, who are 
my Father's enemies? Is it poſſible that my Father 


can forgive me, and look upon me with delight, who 
| have ü thus defiled bo and made aaa of his word * 


Ai the . one ere. as Alas! thoy lenoweſt 5 
little of thy Father, and of the greatneſs of his merey, 
and of the tenderneſs of his love towards thee: He is o 
terrible only to the perverſe and obſtinate, but when 
his children are /zmble and penitent, and return to him 
with ſincerity, he remembereth no more their tranſ- 
greſſions: And therefore it is written in the book of 


his law, There is "Yy in Leasen « over one ſinner that re- 
; Peutelb, 


. . 1 
5 penieib, more than over ny and nine juff priſon le 
need no repentance. | 


6 But how, faid the Prince, can 1 appear before 


my Father in theſe filthy and tattered garments ?”? I 


have provided for that alſo, ſaid the faithful one, for 
151 I have brought with me garments from thy Fa- 
ther's palace, with which all his children are clothed, 
and which, by thy Father's order, I have reſerved for 
_ thee oy the time when thou ſhouldeſt have a deſire to 
return.“ Then he preſented to the Prince a compleat 
| ſuit of rich apparel, calling each part thereof by its 
proper name in the King's language; and theſe are the 
names by which he called them; there was à robe of 
righteouſm A, 4 garment of praiſe, a veſture of gold, rai 
men of needle work, and fine linen white and clean; and 
he took off the Prince's vile and tattered garments, 


7a and pot on him the new cloathing of his Father's houſe, 


at he ſaid unto the 8 60 Ariſe, ad. 1 us 
| baſten to depart out of this wicked country, and from 
amongſt this wicked people, for thou mayeſt ſleep no 


more in this place.” Then they prepared to depart, 


and it was yet night, and by the time the ſun was riſen 
on the earth, they had reached the borders of the 


 avicked King's country; and the young Prince often 


locked behind him for ſear of being purſued and brought. 


back again by the a King; for he ſaid within him- 
«af, 60 Peradventure, when the wicked King h Benn that 
bo | | Iam 
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e 
Ham fled, he will ſend ſome of his people to ſtop me, 
and prevent my return to my Father's kingdom.” 


And accordingly ſo it came to paſs : for in the 
morning, when the avicked people found that the young 
Prince had left them, they went and told it unto their 
King, and he ſent a ſtrong party after him to bring 
him back again, and they overtook the young Prince 
and his guide before they had ache the et E 
the1r « own kin W e | 


And when the young Prince ſaw them, he was much 
afraid, and ſaid unto himſelf, © Now will it be worſe 
with me than if I had never attempted to come out 
from amongſt this people, for ſurely now they will 
force me back Rs and will uſe me more cruelly 
than heretofore :* And his heart fainted within him, 


le. and W Lale e out within nen for help. 


- Hit when tht bra ws his aide, fi har he fo 


cried out, and was afraid, he ſaid unto him, Be of 
good courage, my child, be not afraid, I will fight for 
thee, and protect thee againſt this people; only be ſure 

that thou pureſt thy whole truſt in me, and e bat 
[ am abl: 75 H. 5 and leer, thee.” 


Ten was the heart of the young Prince more at 
peace within him, and he ſaid unto his guide, „ vill 
believe in thee and put my truſt in thy power.” And as 


ſpake theſe words, the wicked people came upon him, 


and 


1 
and would have forced him away from the faithful one, 
and hurried him back into their own land: but the 
Faithful one obſerving it, ſaid unto the Prince, © Take 


this favard, this helmet, and this breaft-plate ; they are 


called in the language of our country, the /wword of 
the ſpirit, the helmet of ſalvation, and the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs ; and fight that thou be not overcome, and 
Ialſo will fight with thee, 


So Sil ſought TY prevailed over thoſe wicked 
people, for the power of the faithful oe was exceeding 
great, and none could ſtand againſt it; the young 
Prince alſo was very ſtrong and courageous, ſeeing the 
| mighty courage and ſtrength of his companion. Then 


having refreſhed themſelves after the labour of the 


85 combat, 8892 proceeded o on their 3 Journey, 


And the way began _ to ob very delightful, ſome- 
times leading through ſweet and pleaſant vallies, full 
: of corn, and watered with rivers of water, where were 

to be ſeen ſhepherds with their flocks and herds ; and 
at other times leading over hills and lofty mountains, 


from the tops of which they could diſcover at a dif. 


tance the kingdom and the city of the gad King. Ne- 
vertheleſs here and there they came to barren awilder- 
nsſſes, wherein were beaſts of prey, and fiery flying ſir 
Fents, which cauſed much terror to the young Prince : 
But his faithful companion ſupported and comforted 


3 him under all his fears, and by his ſweet and inſtructiy 


 difcourſe made the j Journey "pear very ſhort and plea 


{ant 


. 
ant, for he was always talking of the peace and happi- 
neſs of the kingdom to which they were going, and of 
the wiſdom of its laws, and of the King's greatneſs and 
goodneſs; and moreover he ever kept his hand faſt 5 
cloſed 1 in the hand of the young TIT. | 


Then on "the third ay they entered the borders of 
their own land, and it was preſently noiſed abroad that 
the King's Son was come, ſo that the King himſelf 
quickly heard thereof; and when he was aſſured that it 
was indeed his Son, who had been loſt for ſo long a 
time, he went out with all his great ones to meet him; 
and avhen the Sou qua. yet a great Way off his F. ather Ro 
% him and had compaſſi ton, and ran, and fell on his 


rect, and kifſed him; and he ſaid unto his ſervants, _ 


« Bring forth the beft robe and put it on him, and put a 


ing on his hand, and ſboes on his feet, and bring hither be 


fatted calf, and kill, and let us eat and be merry. So 
the young Prince was ſhewn into his Father's palace, 
and he continued to live and reign with his Father, and 
was happy all his days in his F ather' 8 palace, and - 
mongſt his Father's people. N 5 
The wicked ſhall not underſtand,” "but "the wie Pal : 
NE Dan. xii. 10. 
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